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In a typical theater, the front-of-house and back-of-house
functions imprison the performance chamber.

By re-positioning all support spaces below-house and
above-house, the Wyly Theater’s chamber is liberated from
captivity to engage the city around it. The entire building .
becomes one large fly tower, a “theater machine” that eliminates
the traditional distinction between stage and auditorioim. The
resulting vertical building manifests a strong presence in the
Arts District despite its relatively modest size.

The Wyly Theater grants the Artistic Director freedom Lo
determine the entire theater experience, from arrival to
performance to departure. Each of the performance chamber’s

components ating, light control, acoustic separation and
surface - enjoys tailored fexibility without compromising any
other ¢omponent. Seating and balconies can move, rotate,

tilt and disappear completely’to ereate proscenium, thrust,
arena and flat floor configurations. The light control blinds
can be uniformly or individually lifted. The acoustic enclosure
is provided'by a facade of openable glass. The stage and
auditorium surface materials are deliberately not precious to
encourage scenic alteration. On consecutive days, the Wyly
Theater can perform Shakespeare in a hermetic environment,
or — stripped of the auditorium’s protective cocoon — Beckett
through the lens of the Dallas cityscape and reality television.
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